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31st Oct - 2nd Nov 2014 at Manchester Conference Centre 

Hello and welcome to the second progress report for the 25th Festival of Fantastic Films.  

We have managed to extend the deadline for the discounted membership until the 1st of August.  

Please note: we cannot guarantee that we can maintain this after that date. Therefore we urge you to take 

advantage of the reduced rates now.  

Full Weekend Membership £25 — still available 

The Festival Programme is currently being developed but you can expect three films streams, with 
classic Horror movies, cult Sci-Fi, Giallo, and a few surprises. The biggest problem may be deciding what 
to watch.  Add to that a film fair, Ramsey Campbell’s infamous auction, film quiz, alongside numerous 
opportunities to meet the guests and get them to autograph memorabilia. It’s no wonder that so many of 
you return. We must be doing something right as many of our guests have become regulars. 

Thinking of this year’s guests, there are so many that it is difficult to fit them all onto one page, but we’ll 
try. Our 25th birthday certainly promises to be something special. 

Breaking News 
We are pleased to announce that Ruggero Deodato (Director: 

Cannibal Holocaust, House on the Edge of the Park, Last Cannibal 

World)  and Robin Stewart  (Actor: Legend of the 7 Golden 

Vampires, Cromwell, but probably best known for playing Mike 

Abbott in TV’s Bless This House) and have both now confirmed 

that they will attend.  

Our list of guests at this year’s Festival includes Luigi Cozzi (Actor/Director: Starcrash, Contamination, 
Hercules), Me Me Lai (Actress: Sacrifice, Last Cannibal World, Eaten Alive), Francesca Ciardi (Actress: 
Cannibal Holocaust, Farewell Moscow, Death Walks), Judy Matheson (Actress: Twins of Evil, Lust for a 
Vampire, Crucible of Terror), Janina Faye (Actress: Dracula, Day of the Triffids, Angels),  Yvonne Monlaur 
(Actress: Brides of Dracula, Circus of Horrors, License to Kill), Caroline Munro (Actress: The Spy who 
Loved Me, The Golden Voyage of Sinbad, Maniac), Stephen Volk (Writer: The Awakening, Gothic, 
Afterlife), Professor Richard Dyer (Academic/Writer: Only White Men: Serial killing in European Cinema, 
In The Space of a Song: The Uses of Song in Film, Essays on Race and Culture), Mark Redfield (Actor/
Director/Writer: Dr Jekyl & Mr Hyde, The Death of Poe, Despiser) and Norman J Warren (Director: 
Inseminoid, Terror, Satan’s Slave). 

Guests 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0219959/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0829781/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0185524/?ref_=nmbio_bio_nm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0481714/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0558556/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0269668/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0598289/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0613098/?ref_=fn_al_nm_4
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0901446/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Dyer
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0714838/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0912981/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
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Welcome to the Festival 

Plans proceed apace for this year’s bumper Festival, which promises to be a super celebration of our 

25th Anniversary over the Hallowe’en weekend (still at the one-off bargain price of £25. Click on 

the link to download a Membership Form.) 

A quarter century on since our first festival, some of us are feeling just a little bit older, but we are 

looking forward to seeing a lot of new faces at this year’s event. I’m a great believer in the adage 

that ageing is not getting rusty but just beginning a new period of life. After all, age is no more than 

a bureaucratic inconvenience. 

It is just over 25 years since Tony, Harry and I got together after Harry & I had spent a few weeks 

on a Hammer course at the Cornerhouse in Manchester.  We felt that Manchester was missing a 

good convention, but with a difference - one where you could meet old friends and make new ones  

every year to enjoy talking - and watching - films.   Harry loved Film as film - not VHS or DVD - 

but things have moved on massively, with the new digital technology.    

During the past 25 years, many people have helped us and we are really 

grateful to them all, as the event would not be what it was – and is - 

without them. So, we look forward to seeing you and many more of our 

growing number of new friends at this year’s festival. We sincerely hope 

that you will all help us to enjoy this year’s event, and make it a real 25th 

birthday party. 

Thinking of friends no longer with us, it was terribly sad to hear that 

Dave Gold died recently. He’d had problems in the recent past, but his 

death was a real shock and he will be very sadly missed.  Dave was a 

figure much loved in Derby film circles and we all really liked him as well 

as respecting him for his knowledge and assistance with the showing of 

films.    

We have, as you can see, quite a few guests already lined up and I have a couple more that I hope to 

announce in a week or so. If you keep an eye on the website I will update it as changes occur. 

By the way – please get your rooms booked at the hotel – they are going fast. Also, if you haven’t 

paid your £25 – please be aware that we are considering if we can leave the price at that low level 

(certainly we WILL NOT be leaving it at that rate indefinitely). So, put your hands in your pockets 

and pay up before you miss out.   It is only £25 for the whole weekend (please note that because it 

is so low we will NOT be offering daily rates, the only rate is that quoted above).          

See you all in October.    

     Gil 

Dave Gold 

http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2014/Assets/Membership%20Form%202014.pdf
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Guests 

Italian writer-director Luigi Cozzi (who sometimes uses the name Lewis 
Coates) has confirmed that he will make his first appearance at the 
Festival.  
Best-known for such films as Contamination (which starred one of our 
previous guests Ian McCulloch), the 1983 version of Hercules (with TV’s 
Hulk, Lou Ferigno,  but without his trademark green skin) and Starcrash, 
starring the legendary Marjoe Gortner and another great guest who will be 
appearing this year, the lovely Caroline Munro.  
It will be interesting to hear Sr Cozzi’s reminiscences regarding Marjoe, 
who, decades before, had been acclaimed at the age of four as “The 
World’s Youngest Ordained Minister” on the American Bible Belt, before 
finally turning to a career in acting. 

Luigi Cozzi  

Another new guest, Burmese-born starlet Me Me Lai was establishing her 
presence in British films and television, from the BBCs Paul Temple series to 
ITV’s Jason King, when a call came from the burgeoning Italian film industry. 
Jetting off to Rome, Me Me found herself starring in Sacrifice (publicised as 

“THE MOTHER OF ALL CANNIBAL MOVIES!”).   
When she returned to Britain she became hostess of ITV’s The Golden Shot. 
But in 1977 Me Me was called back to Italy for another alimentary adventure, 
this time Ruggero Deodato’s flesh-eating film, Last Cannibal World, later re-
titled Jungle Holocaust .   
Her demise in that film was so effective that one of our great guests of last 
year, Umberto Lenzi, re-used it in his own cannibal classic Eaten Alive, three 
years later. 

Me Me Lai 

Italian actress Francesca Ciardi, probably best-known for her role as 
Faye Daniels in Ruggero Deodato’s definitive 1980 human-on-human 
carnivore classic, Cannibal Holocaust, will travel to this year’s Festival.  
Cannibal Holocaust, tagged “THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL FILM EVER 

MADE”, caused an international sensation, as it was rumoured that the 
director had asked the actors to go into hiding, so that audiences might 
believe that the film was a documentary and the people onscreen had all 
been eaten.  
Hopefully Francesca will be able to give us the inside story on that and 
other legends surrounding this iconic film. 
She has just finished filming the British horror movie Death Walks and is 
preparing for two more new film roles. 

Francesca Ciardi 

Here is the list of special guests, who have confirmed that they will attend, many for the first time, 
alongside some well-known faces making a very welcome return. 
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The great French actress Yvonne Monlaur came to Britain to make the 1960 
feature Circus of Horror, opposite the seriously sinister on-screen presences 
of Anton Diffring and Donald Pleasance.  
The same year she starred in Hammer’s Brides of Dracula with their in-house 

Van Helsing, Peter Cushing, but, strangely no Count Dracula. 
The vampire, memorably played by handsome young actor David Peel, was 
called Baron Meinster. It was the 30-year-old actor’s final featured role before 
he retired to become a successful fine-art dealer.  
However, Yvonne’s international acting career progressed to co-starring with 
Hammer’s resident Dracula, Christopher Lee – as a Chinese gang leader – in 
The Terror of the Tongs, set in Hong Kong in 1910, but filmed with Hammer’s 
customary economy at their studios in Bray, Berkshire. 

Yvonne Monlaur 

Janina Faye 

Another great guest making a very welcome return for this year’s festival is 
the lovely Janina Faye, who as a child appeared in Hammer’s first Dracula 
film, opposite Christopher Lee in the title role. 
Janina’s career as a child actress really took off with starring roles in the 
superb Never Take Sweets from a Stranger, The Hands of Orlac and Day of 
the Triffids. She then won roles in such classic television series as The 
Human Jungle, Z Cars, Emergency Ward 10 and many more.  
Unlike many child stars, Janina progressed to a highly successful career as 
an adult actress, featuring in TV’s Please Sir, Little Women, Jackanory, 
Napoleon and Love, Angels, The Bill and many others. 

     

Stephen Volk 

Writer Stephen Volk first attended the Festival as a guest and enjoyed it 
so much that he returned as a fan. It was Stephen who scared the living 
daylights out of the British public with Ghost Watch, which he wrote for 
the BBC in 1992.  
He had already written the screenplay for Ken Russell’s 1986 movie 
Gothic, the story of the dark rainy night in 1815 when Mary Shelley 
(played by Natasha Richardson) dreamed up her immortal story 
Frankenstein. 
Stephen, who also wrote the 2011 film The Awakening, will, along with 
Mark Morris and others, be holding a seminar on screenwriting at the 
Festival. He will later be talking on stage with author, screenwriter, doctor 
and long-time Festival attendee Wayne Kinsey, about the event held in 
Whitstable last year to mark the 100th anniversary of Peter Cushing’s 
birth. Stephen has recently written a novella about Peter Cushing and 
Whitstable. 

is the seasonal review of science fact and science 
fiction. Formerly the (1987-1997)  annual (paper) 
magazine distributed at the British national SF 
convention and European SF convention, today its 
three principal internet editions come out in the 
northern hemisphere's Spring, Summer & Autumn.  

The Science Fact & Science Fiction Concatenation  

http://www.concatenation.org/index.html
http://www.concatenation.org/
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Actress Judy Matheson, who will attend this year’s Festival, found 
fame in two Hammer Horror films both made in 1971. These films 
were Lust for a Vampire and Twins of Evil.  
 
Between roles in such popular television programmes as Coronation 
Street, Crossroads, Z-Cars and Blake’s 7, The Sweeney, The 
Professionals, Citizen Smith and The Professionals, Judy kept up her 
profile in feature films such as Crucible of Terror, The Flesh and 
Blood Show and Scream...and Die! 

Judy Matheson 

Caroline Munro 
The ever-youthful Carolline Munro will also make a return visit to the 
Festival. A Bond girl in the 1967 extravaganza Casino Royale, opposite a 
selection of James Bonds played by the likes of David Niven (Sir James 
Bond) and Woody Allan (Little Jimmy Bond), Caroline re-appeared as a 
“proper” Bond girl ten years later opposite Roger Moore in The Spy Who 
Loved Me.  
In between, she appeared in such classic fantasy-horror films as The 
Abominable Dr Phibes, Dr Phibes Rides Again, Dracula 1972 A.D. and 
Captain Kronos Vampire Hunter. 
She has featured in three new films this year, Vampyres, Crying Wolf, and 
the comedy-horror Cute Little Buggers.  

Professor Richard Dyer 

Richard Dyer, Professor of Film Studies at King’s College London, 
has confirmed that he will attend the festival to speak about serial 
killers in reality and on film. 
The author of numerous books, he has an international reputation for 
his contribution to contemporary gender, media, culture and film 
theory.  
One of his great interests is serial killing in European cinema. 
 
It promises to be a fascinating talk. 

  
As this year marks the 30th anniversary of Parliament passing the Video recordings Act 1984 (better 
known as “The Video Nasties Bill”) we will be welcoming a representative of the British Board of Film 
Censors who will talk about censorship through the years.  
We are also considering a holding a commemorative ‘Nasties Night’ programme of films. 

Censor Speaks 

http://essenceswinton.co.uk/
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Mark Redfield 

Another Festival regular who plans to return for this year’s special event is 
American actor director, writer and producer Mark Redfield. 
 
Best-known for his award-winning 2002 film Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, The 
Despiser (2003) and The Death of Poe (2006).  
 
Mark is a true polymath and real Renaissance man. His latest production 
is the story of a man’s struggle with drug addiction and the demons that 
follow, entitled Play, James, Play. 

Norman J Warren 

We are all looking forward to seeing one of our most regular celebrity 
attendees, cult film director Norman J. Warren.  
 
An annual asset to the Festival, Norman has directed such cult 
classics as Satan’s Slave, Terror, Prey, Inseminoid and Bloody New 
Year and is at present working on a new film.  
 
His first appearance at the Festival, in 1991, was as one of our 
celebrity guests, but he enjoyed it so much that he has returned 
practically every year since. 

Over 20 Years of Film Fandom A Tribute to .... The Festival of 

Book by George Houston & George Gaddi 

If you want to reserve a copy and collect it at the 24th Festival of 

Fantastic Films a non-refundable deposit of £10 is required. The 

balance will be due on collection. 

If you require the book to be posted then this can be arranged. 

(P&P extra) 

The price of the book will be £25  

Please send your cheque with your name, and address to: 

Keith Mather 

8 Farndon Road, 

Reddish, 

Stockport 

SK5 6LY 

Only 6 Left 

When they’re gone, 

They’re gone 
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Retrospective Programme.  
Presented by Tony Meadows 

Hello Folks, 
  As always I hope and trust that you are 
well and in good spirits too. 
Here is a taster of what may await you in Weston 2, 
this time around. 
It’s possible that you may find yourselves on a Flight 
to Mars, or you may feel Shockwaves caused by a 
Deep Rising. The waves may carry you onward to 
Cornwall, where you will find The Vulture. We will 
celebrate the 50th birthday of The Gorgon, yes, she 
is 50 this year. 
There will be TV spots, etc. I still have other titles to 
sort out yet, but I am getting there. 
Until next time take care and stay safe too. 
 
This year Weston 2 shows are dedicated to the 
memory of Dave Gold. He’ll be with us in spirit. The 
Weston 2 cinema will be renamed “The Dave Gold 
Memorial Theatre”. 
 

‘Till the next piece, stay well 
Tony (Doc) 
Meadows. 
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"Let's make the anniversary auction one to 
remember! Donate your fantastic film items, 

the odder and rarer the better. Drive me to new 
heights of hysteria onstage! 

 

I'm also collecting people's memories of Harry 
Nadler for a tribute in the programme book. 

Please send them to me as soon as you can at 
ramsey@ramseycampbell.com. 

 

And as for this year's rare strange films - the 
Hindi Horror Story for starters (brought back 

from Singapore for your viewing pleasure), and 
the 1955 Mexican rarity El Monstruo 

Resucitado, not to mention the 1958 bit of 
eeriness The Thing that Couldn't Die. More to 

come!" 

 

All the best - 

 

Ramsey 

Ramsey Speaks Ramsey Speaks   

mailto:ramsey@ramseycampbell.com
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/rose-of-eibon-publishing-startup
http://www.loncon3.org/index.php
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Hammer Films -  on Location 

Now available for just £25 + P&P  

Written by Wayne Kinsey and Gordon Thomson  

The comprehensive guide to Hammer locations  

This book is ONLY be available DIRECT from Peveril Publishing – for more information 

access the website  or email  peverilpub@aol.com   

 A film by film location guide (61 chapters) from Four Sided 

Triangle - To the Devil a Daughter taking you through 

practically every location used. 

 3 chapters exploring Hammer’s favourite locations: Bray 

haunts, Elstree haunts and Black Park 

 Further chapters on Exclusive locations, International 

locations, Comedy locations, Ardmore (Irish) locations and a 

light chapter to close with, comparing Hammer’s 

Transylvania to the real one 

 1800 photographs, maps, diagrams 

 Photographic comparisons of locations in screengrabs to 

how they look today 

 Maps and diagrams illustrating how to find the locations 

exactly at various sites 

The 2014 Delta Award 

Named in honour of the group of amateur film-makers whose efforts enlivened many a 1960s science 

fiction convention (members included Tony Edwards and the much-missed Harry Nadler, the founding 

fathers – with Gil Lane-Young – of this very festival), the Delta Film Awards recognise significant 

achievement by low-budget directors.  

So if you have made your own movie, then enter it into the competition. The entry form can be 
downloaded from this LINK. 
 

The deadline for submissions is Saturday, 20 September 2014. Entries received after that date will be 

considered for the 2015 competition. The winning film will be announced at the Festival. 

The quality of entries have improved consistently over the years and entries are significantly better than 

many of the commercial movies put out recently. So check out the shortlisted movies that will be shown. 

 

Steve Green 

http://peverilpublishing.co.uk/hammer-films-on-location/
mailto:peverilpub@aol.com
http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2014/Assets/2014%20Delta%20Entry%20Form.pdf
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We are a Film Distribution company based in Hertfordshire holding the UK rights to many World Cinema, Classic, Horror 

and Adult titles on DVD and VHS.  Some of our titles are listed below check out our website for the full list, with more being 

added regularly. 

The venue, Manchester Conference Centre, 
has two main meeting rooms with tiered 
seating and a number of smaller meeting 
rooms.  
 
The Conservatory bar provides the central 
focal point for attendees to meet and 
recharge their glasses.  
 
There are limited rooms available and these 
will be snapped up closer to the event so we 
would urge you to book as soon as possible. 
You don’t have to pay in advance. 
 
There will be a range of food and snacks 
available throughout the weekend.  
 
Located just 300m from Manchester Piccadilly 
Rail Station, the Conference Centre is ideally 
situated for travellers.  
 
 

The Venue 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=684&art_id=5
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=780&art_id=4
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=775&art_id=4
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=805
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=684&art_id=5
http://www.manchesterconferencecentre.co.uk/
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Contact Us:  

For more information on the membership email: Tony Edwards: anthonyFedwards@hotmail.co.uk  

For more information on the Guests/Films email: Gil Lane-Young: grlyfilms@gmail.com   

To suggest stories for publication, letters or comments  email: festival.of.fantastic.films@gmail.com 

Membership Information 

Rates are £25 for the full weekend of the 2014 Festival. 

Day membership is £25 - so come for the whole weekend instead 

You can download the registration 

form by clicking on the image above 

Please remember to include an email address for receipt and for future updates. 

Children—Attending  with a Full Paying Adult For The Weekend Rates are:  

Child Under 7 years -Free 

                             Child  8 Years - 11 years £10 

                             Child 12 years - 16 years £15 

Prices held until 1st August 2014—don’t whinge if you miss it. 

All flyers, progress reports and correspondence from the Festival are sent to people who register, or who have attended previous Festivals. 

Unfortunately over time  contact can be lost with some previous attendees as they may have moved. The Festival Committee encourage the 

distribution of these Progress Reports to anyone who would be interested. So if you are aware of any of your friends who would be interested then 

pass them a copy or email them a link, and persuade them to come along.  

The Festival is brought to you by the following people 

President 

Auctioneer/Collector 

Internet Babe-Magnet 

Ramsey Campbell 
Operations 

Logistics 

Shouting 

Owner of the big stick 

Keith Mather 

….and just in case you were curious, they are all open to bribery. 

Tony Edwards 

Membership, Finance, 

Publications 

Humour so old it’s dried out 

Gil Lane-Young 
Guests 

Films/Independent Films 

Venue 

International man of mystery 

Tony Meadows 
Films 

Bad Jokes 

Worst Jokes 

And downright unrepeatable 

jokes. 

Steve Green 

Delta Award 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=18
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=20
mailto:anthonyFedwards@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:grlyfilms@gmail.com
mailto:festival.of.fantastic.films@gmail.com
http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2014/Assets/Membership Form 2014.pdf

